EVACUATION  AND RECONSTRUCTION

Before touching on the more important material reforms we
must bear in mind that at the beginning of the Occupation
the people as a whole were dejected, downhearted and
ashamed of their defeat. They were atoning for their sins by
a complete resignation to their fate. Soon they became so
absorbed in their material uplifting that they gave no time to
politics. The thermometer had dropped from the boiling-
point of militant nationalism to the freezing-point of material-
ism and icy fatalism. And when the fruits of reforms ripened,
and the returns of the increased produce of the land filled the
pockets of landowners and merchants with dazzling golden
sovereigns, you could see the music and dance halls of Cairo
nightly resplendent with lights, songs and girls, with the pick
of the land from the city and the countryside alike all intent
on drowning the sorrows and restrictions of the past in a welter
of drink, laughter and debauchery. It was like the Restoration
period in England after Cromwell, when people reacted
against the severity of puritanism by indulging in pleasures
and throwing off of all moral restraints!

It was well for the Occupation that during the first two
decades of its existence it should find the country in such a
state of political apathy that practically no obstacles impeded
the work of the reformer. It was also well for the people that
their political loss should be so counterbalanced by material
profit, so that when recuperation began it found the system
sane and sound, and capable of withstanding shocks and
relapses that might come its way.

The material reforms which we are about fco enumerate
briefly owe their inception and accomplishment to two main
factors: first, the mea chosen to organise and to

those reforms, and second, the money supplied to finance
them. With regard to the men, let us admit that England, at
the outset, was cainefal to nominate to the leading posts dE the
administratkm in general and to the irrigation department IB
particular, hig^hly qualified men of proved experience and of
i&f&est character. At their head was Sir Evelyn Baring, created
Baron Groiner in 1892 and Earl in 1901. Although he began
his career as an officer of distinction in the army, he proved
himself to be a master of men, of singular firamdal and